
OLVER ANNOUNCES $250,000 FOR HARRISON HOUSE MUSEUM

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved the Interior Appropriations conference report containing $250,000 for the Harrison House Museum in Pittsfield.

  "The museum will be an important addition to the city of Pittsfield," Olver said. "The project will help reinvigorate the neighborhood, and the museum will draw visitors to the city and region."

  Olver is a member of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding for fiscal year 2006.  The Interior Appropriations bill passed the House today. It is expected to pass the Senate later this week and should become law in August.

  The $250,000 in funding will go toward the establishment of the Harrison House Museum in Pittsfield, named for the Rev. Samuel Harrison, chaplain of the first black Civil War regiment from Massachusetts, the 54th infantry.

   The project will include restoration of the Harrison homestead at 82 Third St., Pittsfield as an archive and research center on African American history in New England. Once the building is restored, the lot will be landscaped as it would have been in Harrison's day, when he used it for subsistence farming.

  "It will be the first African American history museum in New England outside Boston," Olver said.

  Born a slave in 1818, Harrison educated himself and was the minister of the Second Congregational Church in Pittsfield. During his life, Harrison pursued equal pay for blacks in the Civil War, was a firm believer in equality through education, and quietly but persuasively pointed out injustice and called upon his neighbors and the nation to address it.

   Additional media contacts:

 John Eagan, representative for Samuel Harrison Society, Inc., 413-443-4771
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